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EINARRATIVE

Narrative

Sharon is a growing town of 16,000 people midway between Boston and
Providence. An active network of civic organizations, shared appreciation
of the diversity of its population and a cherished history make Sharon a
vibrant community.

The community spirit of Sharon residents is exemplified by a recent vote at
Town Meeting. In May, 1993, townspeople of all ages voted overwhelmingly
to support a school addition despite its burden on taxpayers. An elderly
couple proudly told a representative of a local newspaper: "Tell them we
voted for the override".

The cohesiveness of this community is balanced by the town's openness to
newcomers. Recently, a local Rabbi was one of the driving forces behind
Sharon's welcome of the Islamic Center of New England which broke ground
here for its new religious and social new headquarters. Moreover, Sharon
has a strong commitment to METCO and a Sharon resident who is the local
METCO coordinator is a strong candidate for Norfolk County teacher of the
year.

Years ago at the local railroad station, there was a sign, which has long

since disappeared, which proudly proclaimed: "Sharon, a nice place to live
because it's naturally beautiful". Though the sign is gone, Sharon remains
a place of natural beauty. It is the site of Massachusetts Audubon

Society's first wildlife sanctuary, 350 acre Lake Massapoag, and Borderland
State Park. Despite recent development, the town has maintained through
creative planning and zoning much of the green space and sparkle that made
it a popular summer resort before World War II. However Sharon's deepest
beauty and strength, residents feel, comes from the community spirit of its
diverse population.

(Narrative supplied by community)
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EGEOGRAPHY

Location

Eastern Massachusetts, bordered by Norwood on the north, Canton on the
northeast, Stoughton on the east, Easton on the southeast, Mansfield on the
south, Foxborough on the west, and Walpole on the west and northwest. Sharon is
9 miles west of Brockton, 19 miles south of Boston, and 208 miles from New York
City.

Total Area: 24.18 sq. miles
Land Area: 23.31 sq. miles
Population: 15,517
Density: 666 per sq. mile

Climate
(National Climatic Data Center)

(Blue Hill Station)

Normal temperature in January..... 25.3°F
Normal temperature in July........ 71.2°F
Normal annual precipitation....... 49.0"

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates

Mansfield, Norwood

Regional Planning Agency
Metropolitan Area Planning Council
Metropolitan Statistical Area

(1993 Definition)
Boston
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@GOVERNMENT

Municipal Offices
Main Number: (781) 784-1515
Telephone Numbers for Public Information

Form of Government
Board of Selectmen
Town Administrator
Open Town Meeting

Year Incorporated
As a town: 1765

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994)

Number %
Total Registered 10,057
Democrats 4,356 43.3
Republicans 1,210 12.0
Other parties 10 0.1
Unenrolled Voters 4,481 44 .6

Legislators

Senators and Representatives by City and Town
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http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/telidx.htm
http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/legis/citytown.htm

@DEMOGRAPHICS

Table DP-1. Profil e of General Demographic Characteristics: 2000
Ceographic Area: Sharon town, Morfolk County, Massachusetts

[Far information on corfidertiality protection, nonsampling error, and definitions, see text]

Subject Mumber] Percent Subject Mumber| Pement
Total population. ... ... .. ... 17,408 1000 |HISPAMNIC OR LATING AMND RACE
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10toddyears ... 1564 Q.0 White alone 15541 o0
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oMo BAYEARS . 1,410 Th Total POpUIEtoN. .. ..o 17,408| 1000
B dyears . 3,306 190 0 househelds. ... 17,895 Qo5
EM0 B VBRI L 3288l 1881 Hogsehelder. . ... 5034 244
BRtC B9 Al L 1,010 581 spouze . 4,437 55
GO0 G VSRS ... e S50 381 chid.. 6,211 a5TF
35“3743@“3 1,002 54 Ownshlldunder'layears 5,105 295
75 10 Bd years . &7 291 Other relatives | 451 25
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Unmarmied partner 122 or
1Byear3and01rer............................ 12,152 F3.2 n group quarters . . 7a 04
Male. . . &7ar 234 | instiutionalized population. | 52 0.4
Female. 5,205 357 | Neninstitutionalized populatbn 11 0.1
21 years anu:l oxre-r 11,768 ST 5
621,rearsandover 2272 121 | HOUSEHOLD BY TYPE
Eﬁyearsandmrer............................ 1,897 109 Total households. . 5,934 100.0
Male. ... ... ang 4G Fammrhouaghobjg(farmhe@] 4,030 04
Femalke. . ... ... 1,08'; 53 W[[hwngh||jrenunder15}rea{3 2,656 452
lamied-coupke family .. 4,497 T48
RACE With can chidren under 151,rear3 2,452 4.3
One race. 17,194 988 |  Fomak housshoker, ne husband present. fela] G5
White . 15,969 Qo0 Wiith cun children under 18 years ... ... 102 a2
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FlipInG . ... 2n 0.2 |Heuseholds with individuals 95 years and cver . 1,221 224
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- Fepresents zero of rounds to Zems.

) Net applicable.

' Cther Azian alone, of e of Moz Asian categories.
£ Crher Pacific [zander alene, of we or more Mative Hawaiian and Other Pasific lslander categorics
# In combination with ohe or more of the other races listed. The sic numbers may add to more than the total population and the six percentages
may add to mene than 100 peroent because individuals may report mone than one @ee.

Soume: LS, Census Bunsau, Gensus 2000,
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fHOUSING CHARACTERISTICS

Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman) -
Town Stats - Free market Statistics

Subsidized Housing Units (pHCD 1998)
DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal
for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units
in certain eligible subsidized developments.

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999)

Conventional State: 102
Conventional Federal: 0
Rental Assistance(DHCD 1999)
State (MRVP: 0
Federal (Section 8): 0
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http://www.thewarrengroup.com/home/ts
http://www.state.ma.us/dhcd/components/hac/subhous.htm

E'TRANSPORTATION

TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS

Sharon is situated in the Greater Boston Area, which has excellent rail,
air, and highway facilities. State Route 128 and Interstate Route 495
divide the region into inner and outer zones, which are connected by
numerous "spokes" providing direct access to the airport, port, and
intermodal facilities of Boston.

Major Highways
Principal highways are State Route 27 and Interstate Route 95 and U.S.
Route 1, which both run NE-SW between State Route 128 and Interstate Route
495, the inner and outer belts around Boston.

Rail
Commuter rail service is available to Back Bay Station and South Station,
Boston. Travel time to Back Bay Station: 20-29 minutes; 518 MBTA parking
spaces--280 for Sharon residents with special stickers.

Bus

Sharon is a member of the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority
(MBTR) .

Other
The Norwood Memorial Airport, a Reliever (RL) facility, is easily
accessible. It has 2 asphalt runways 4,001'x 150' and 4,007'x 150'.
Instrument approaches available: Non-precision.
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@CULTURE AND RECREATION

LIBRARIES

Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalo

MUSEUMS

(American Association of Museums)
Kendall Whaling Museum
27 Everett Street
(781) 784-5642

RECREATION

Telephone Numbers for Public Information
Recreational Facilities (Recreational sites and activities)

Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section
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http://www.mlin.lib.ma.us/flash3.html
http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/
http://www.state.ma.us/dem/rec-act.htm

@MISCELLANEOUS

HEALTH FACILITIES

(Dept. of Public Health 1992)

Hospitals

None

Long Term Care
Sharon Manor Nursing Home

Hospices
None
Rest Homes
None
UTILITIES
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities
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http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/
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NOTE: The COMMUNITY PROFILE draws information from a diversity of sources. The main source
of information is listed under each section. In some instances comments submitted by the municipality
were incorporated to correct and/or enhance the information obtained from the main source. However,
no changes were made to those data bases which must be consistent throughout the state. DHCD has
made efforts to ensure the accuracy of all data in the COMMUNITY PROFILES, but cannot take
responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of the information contained in this document.
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